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Modal verbs in Ding’an Dialect (DAD for short) are rich in number and meaning in
comparison with their counterparts in MC. Take [1[ve>] for an example.

(1) Dlvess] * 1, 1E15. [Dynamic]
¥ ve lai*®  ziak!? toh3>-?dit>.
3SG  want come also do-get
‘It’s also OK "OK if s/he wants to go.’ . X
(2) a. 181 3% — i il I:ljvess] B o [Deontic]
Siu¥-mai*® hi* ziak® am?®'  tsiu® S xuai’.
home mother  sky one dark  will tend.to sleep
‘My mother tends to sleeP as soon as it’s getting dark.”
b. & I:llve 3
Va325 u5|
1SG romise 0

‘1 promlse I will gElthls time!’ i

Jve 55) il P N Ak
?Duai'? ?du131 lau’?®  xu’ e’ 2de¥,
much  water naturally will  flow  go down place
‘The water in river will naturally flow to the lower place.’

d. f# nge | Gk W

3 tsiau’.tsiau? lai® tse35.la133.
3SG w111 frequently come here
‘S/He will come here frequently .
(3) a. HE I:l! % Yo [Epistemic]
Hin?*%-nua? 10> hou?.
tomorrow p_osmbly will fall rain

‘It will rain tomorrow p0551bly

b. 4 % I:llve ol 7 Yo
Mo’  hi? 10 hou?.
That  sky robabl will — fall rain
‘It w111 rain proba%ly ’ X N
c. A D! ves % W (%) ! A FS 15 |
M05h1 S 10> hou®  (lo¥)! gem’ xu®>  siu®!

that sky deﬁnltely will  fall rain SFP flash  go home
‘It’s definitely going to rain soon! Let’s go home!’

(4) a. KT Tk At WH, Lvess] % [Evidential]
Hi3-xui*zi*-?bo’?®  kon®  hin’»-nua’® ve 10°* hou?.
weather report sa tomorrow  will fall rain
‘Itis reported that it will rain tomorrow.’ o
b. 4 Dlvessl % TN (") AN !
M05h13 ve> 10> hou®?  (10*%)! egem’-gem’® ?dau’?!

that sky evidentially.will fall rain SFP flash-flash  go
‘Evidentially, it will rain soon! Let’s go immediately!’

Examples in (1-4) illustrate that the modal verb [J[ve®] in DAD can express
dynamic, deontic, epistemic and evidential modality. Thus, we propose that the
hlerarchy of modal verbs in DAD is much more fine- gramed than that in MC, with
DAD modal verbs being richer in semantic interpretations and syntactic distributions
than those in MC.

This research provides theoretical and empirical implications in at least two
aspects. This research fills the gap in terms of the generativist theorizing, viz. the
Syntactic Cartography. In particular, the division of the four-tier hierarchy of modal
verbs not only helps acilitate the follow-up descriptive studies of the modal system in
dialects like DAD, but also theoretically modifies the existing widely-accepted
three-tier hierarchy of modal verbs in the Syntactic Cartography.
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